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Workforce Challenges  

• Unemployment Rate = 2.9% 

• # of Unemployed/Job Opening = 0.34 

• Total Job Openings in SD = 14,965 

• SD Labor Force Participation Rate = 68.1% 

– 16-19 year olds = 50.5% 

• SD #1 for Multiple Job Holders = 9.1% 



Growing Workforce 
10 Year Private Non-Farm Employment Growth 

Source:  US Dept. of Labor, Current 

Employment Statistics, May 2016. 
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South Dakota: #1 State for Inbound 
Migration 

• United Van Lines called 
South Dakota the 
nation’s “Top Moving 
Destination.” 

– People moved for job 
(60%) and family (24%). 

– Demographic: 18-34 and 
45-54 made up 30% 
each of inbound 
migration. 



Problems 

1. Students don’t see school as relevant. 

2. Employers don’t have enough qualified 
applicants for jobs available.  



Enhanced SDWORKS 

https://www.southdakotaworks.org/vosnet/Default.aspx
https://www.southdakotaworks.org/vosnet/Default.aspx


Dakota Roots 

 

https://www.dakotaroots.com/
https://www.dakotaroots.com/join-dakota-roots/job-advisors


Workforce Training 

http://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/default.aspx
http://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/training_opportunities/default.aspx
http://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/businesses/workforce_training.aspx


Workforce Training 

• Registered Apprenticeships 

• Soft Skills Curriculum 

• Training: Youth, Adults, Dislocated Workers  

 

http://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/training_opportunities/apprenticeship.aspx
http://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/training_opportunities/soft_skills_training.aspx
http://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/young_adults/default.aspx
http://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/training_opportunities/adults_dislocated_workers.aspx


Office Contact Information 

sdjobs.org @SouthDakotaDLR 

http://dlr.sd.gov/localoffices/default.aspx
http://dlr.sd.gov/localoffices/default.aspx
http://dlr.sd.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthDakotaDLR/
https://twitter.com/SouthDakotaDLR
https://www.youtube.com/user/SouthDakotaDLR
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/16238549


We don’t have all the solutions… 

• Thoughts, suggestions, feedback? 

• Please share with: 

– Dawn Dovre 
dawn.dovre@state.sd.us 
605.773.3094 
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